l7o           THEOSOPHY EXPLAINED
that even if we take the masculine quality, the quality of
courage, woman's courage is very different from the cour-
age of man. The courage of a man is the great impulse
of his nature to assert himself as against opposition. The
courage of woman springs from love or devotion, and she
will be as brave as, braver sometimes than, the bravest man ;
but it will be in defence of some one, some thing that she
loves, and not with the mere desire of rivalry against an
opponent. That runs all through, though at a later stage
in evolution those qualities of the two sexes will blend.
It is quite true that sometimes we find some of the
opposite qualities developed in each sex, i e., in the noblest
man much compassion and in the noblest woman great
strength and courage. But it is a blending of the opposites,
in order that the perfect human being, in whom all the
qualities are developed, may gradually appear on our earth.
Still no premature attempt to force that perfection is
desirable, as we have not yet reached the perfection of
separate qualities. That awaits further evolution. Hence
the great modern mistake of trying to make women into
men, to carry them along exactly the same lines, to forget
the difference and the value of the difference. The
masculine woman who has c lost sex ' is no more attractive
than the effeminate man.
Incarnations are taken by the ego to acquire all
good qualities and to develop all faculties, thus becoming
perfect in the end; and different egos requiring different
kinds of experiences have to be born among different races,
countries, religions and families.
The ego is sexless, and sex is a characteristic of the
form, of the vehicle only; but, as stated before, at this
stage of human progress we ordinarily find strength, cour-
age, firmness, etc., evolved along the male line, and

